ny fatality is one too many. Before You Do Anything
Just ask the friends and family of the |n the meantime, here are some of
young specialist who was recentlythe rules that apply to working on all
killed by a blown tire ring while work- tires and wheels:
ing on a HEMTT tire. ¢ Never inflate a tire that has been

Airing up a tire shouldn't be a life- run flat or run with very little air in it
or-death situation. But, if you do it yntil you have removed it and repaired
wrong, or carelessly, it can be. any damage to the tire, tube or rim.

Exploding tires and wheels can in-Otherwise, damage you can't see could
jure or kill you. It's that simple. But, make the tire explode or wheel parts
almost all injuries can be prevented iffail, harming you or others.
you follow the rules. That's just as
simple.

Those rules are spelled out in TM 94
2610-200-14Care, Maintenance, Re-
pair and Inspection of Pneumatic Tires
and Inner Tubeslf you have ques-
tions on the pub, or anything else

W Never inflate a tire that's been run flat ...

¢ Before removing a tire for service # Inspect the tire and all rim compo-
or disassembly, be sure there is no amments for damage once you have them
pressure in it by removing the valvedisassembled. Look closely at the bead,
core. rim flange and retaining ring.

¢ Make sure all the air is gone by run
ning a stiff wire into the stem to clean,
it.

%Make sure tire is completely deflated T i e
i — N\ ~

Disassemble to inspect rim
flange, bead and retaining ring

& After the tire and wheel are reas-

) g sembled, inflate the tire to 3 psi—and
concerning tires and wheels, contadt: : ... without no more. Make sure the tire bead or
your local TACOM logistics assistance| -+l -rem(évmg ———JF ——— retaining ring is seated properly

i t ——— . .
representative. lre%giring ; ——— in the rim flange or groove.
;/ any damage e 4 Never inflate a tire that has a
4 L’g — —— 1= o damaged, misaligned or
_y o - e improperly seated bead
_ 3 ¢ W//J/ﬁ// or retaining ring.
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Safety Equipment and Tools If you have a locally fabricated cage,
¢ Use only an OSHA-approved safetyit must be inspected and approved be-
cage. NSN 4910-01-373-0267 gets &ore it can be safely used. Contact your
cage that's 484 inches long, 25 inches safety office.
wide and 56 inches tall. Most tacticai® Use tire inflation gauge, NSN 4910-
vehicle tires will fit inside. For larger 00-441-8685. It comes with a 10-ft
tires, NSN 4910-00-025-0623 gets d10se, quick-disconnect coupling and
cage that's 784 inches long, 35 inches tWo coupler adapters. Attach the gauge
wide and 86/ inches tall. assembly to your air supply hose with
the straight pipe-to-tube adapter, NSN
4730-00-266-0533, that’s in the Com-
mon No. 1 or No. 2 shop set’s brass
fitting kit. These items may also be in
your vehicle -10 TM’s additional au-
thorization list (AAL).

j Use inflator gauge with 10-ft hose ﬁ

THAT’S RIGHT,
STAY AT LEAST 10
FEET AWAY FROM
THE CAGE DURING
INFLATION.

YOU LEARN
SO MUCH ABOUT

Use adapter between
gauge and supply hose

Doing the Work

¢ If you're working with a single-piece

wheel, inflate or deflate it either in a

cage or on a positive wheel lock-down

device (automatic tire mounter/
demounter) or while it's mounted on

= the vehicle. This info is also good for

_ bolt-together wheels, like those on the
HMMWV.
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4 If you're working with a multi-piece € Reseat the tire bead by adding up to
wheel,inflate or deflate it only in an 40 psi of air. If the TM-recommended

OSHA-approved cage. Multi-pieceair pressure for the tire is less than 40
wheels can be identified by a retainingosi, inflate it to no more than the rec-
ring or side flange which is seated in ammended pressure.

groove around the rim. The ring or® Carefully inspect the assembly to

flange holds the tire bead in place.  make sure that the tire bead and rim

—‘ Rings hold bead in place ’7 components have seated right. Don't

use more than 40 psi or any other
method to force the bead or compo-
nents to seat. If it's not seating, deflate
the tire and lubricate the bead area.
Then reinflate to 40 psi. If the bead

and components still don’'t seat, de-
flate the tire, demount it, disassemble
the wheel and check the tire, rim and
wheel components for damage.

4 Once the bead and rim components
seat right, add air up to the TM-recom-

Step by Step mended pressure.

¢ Even if you are using a cage, stan@ Check the final seat of the bead and
a minimum of 10 feet away from therim components before removing the
wheel and to the side, facing the tiravheel from the cage or installing it on

tread. That's why you need the infla-the vehicle. If you notice anything that

tion gauge and its 10-ft hose. It getsloesn't look right, do not remove the

you away from the danger zone. Thavheel from the cage until it's safe to

danger zone is the area in front of odo so.

behind the rim or facing the tire :
sidewalls. Make sure no one stands in
the danger zone while you're adding
or removing air.

4‘ Be aware of the"Danger Zone"
b P
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| LEARNED...
THE HARD

= L=

PTHANKS
FOR THE
WARNING! /-




